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A COMMUNITY IN PAIN
SEATTLE U LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY RESPONDS
TO PRESIDENT SUNDBORG’S DAMAGING
COMMENTS ABOUT DRAG SHOW.
SSA BANTERS WITH KANTER 9 MOE’S TO NEUMOS: A VENUE STANDS 1
A PRO RUGBY IN SEATTLE SCORES
THE TEST OF TIME FIRST FRANCHISE WIN
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OPINION
Dear community,
On behalf of the Gender Justice Alliance, we are writing to share our desire
for a trans inclusive campus that takes into account the whole person. We
have heard from many voices who have condemned the act that took place
this week It is well established that what happened is unacceptable. We want
to shift these conversations to what we as a community desire rather than
focusing on what we are against.
We desire gender inclusive housing policy, the formation of the Healing
Trauma Collective and a trauma center. This statement is a call to action. We
are asking the community to help with the following actions:
Gender Inclusive Housing Policy
1. Establishing a Trans* inclusive training for all HRL and RHA people by
transgender people
2. Summer social via orientation advisors for trans and non binary
incoming students
3. A web page with resources for trans* and non binary students to easily
navigate the housing system
Healing Trauma Collective
1. A communityand institutional collaborationwith the objective to
implement training for faculty and staffto establish a shared language
to best support students impacted by trauma
2. Host forums to bridge gaps in understanding between students and
faculty/staff about the everyday experiences of students with trauma
related to sexual violence *
Trauma Center
1. Student led space with peer counselors to connect students impacted by
trauma with tangible resources
2. Physical space to decompress and heal
Please reach out to seattleutriangleclub@gmail.com if you want to support or
lead in any actions listed above. The mission ofthe Gender Justice Alliance
is striving to advocate intersectionality for the goal ofcollaborative resource
sharing with the purpose ofvisibility for a just and humane world. We
envision a campus where students living in the margins due to their identity
have easy access to survivor centered resources, a campus where no one is left
behind and equality is implemented without exception. “May we find all the
ways we can build community. May these communities find ways to serve the
people and contribute to the freedom and liberation of all the people.”
— Gender Justice Alliance
Dear Students, Staff and Faculty:
In light of disturbing events regarding transphobia on campus this past week,
we make the following requests of the university. We stand as a political sci-
ence department committed to making this campus welcoming to everyone.
We request that the University:
1. Support the Student Mission Day idea of creating gender-inclusive housing.
2. Support the creation of an LGBTQ Studies Minor as a part ofWGST in the
College of Arts and Sciences.
3. Adopt a formal, institutional commitment in the area of inclusivity in re-
spect to hiring and faculty and staff worklife that specifically includes
LGBTQ people.
4. Create a consortium offaculty and student development administrators to
coordinate a common approach to making the campus a more LGBTQ-friend-
ly experience for students.
5. Revise and reverse university restrictions on student speech and student
criticismin the Code of Student Conduct. We strongly condemn ejforts made
to control, suppress, and censor The Spectator. This contradicts university
values of a free exchange of ideas, a spirit of critical thinking, and academic
freedom itself.
Sincerely,
The Department of Political Science, Seattle University
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THE WEEK IN REVIEW
Sophia Wells
Staff Writer
FEDERAL JUDGE BLOCKS TRUMP’S EFFORT
TO END DACA-A District of Columbia federal
judge ruled last week that the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) protections will stay
in place and that the government must resume
accepting new applications for the program,
DACA protects undocumented young adults
from deportation by giving them the chance to
worklegally in the United States. President Trump
has previously been adamant in his push to end
the program. A federal judge from Brooklyn
issued an injunction ordering the program to
remain in place in February, in addition to a
similar injunction from San Francisco in January.
Those rulings did not require the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), which administers the
program, to accept new applications. Judge John
D. Bates, a George W. Bush appointee, said that
the administration’s decision to end DACA gave
no explanation for their stance that the program
is unlawful. If the DHS is unable to justify its
reasons for ending the program within 90 days,
they then “must accept and process new as well
as renewal DACA applications,” according to the
judges ruling?
GOLDEN STATE KILLER ARRESTED THROUGH
ANCESTRY ANALYSIS-Law enforcementofficials
said they have arrested the Golden State Killer
on April 24. Joseph James DeAngelo, who has
remained unidentified until now, is suspected of
committing 45 rapes and 12 murders throughout
California in the 1970s and 1980s. DeAngelo is
a former police officer and had been living in a
Sacramento suburb. The case went cold in 1986
when the attacks appeared to end, but resumed
with the publication earlier this year of Michelle
McNamaras book, “I’ll Be Gone in the Dark,”
which is an investigation into the identity of the
serial killer and rapist. DeAngelo was arrested on
a warrant for the suspected murder of a couple
in Southern California and charged with eight
counts of rpurder. The use ofDNA technology and
material were integral in the search for the killer,
though investigators have not disclosed how they
found the genetic samples.
NEWS
THAI CITIZENS PROTEST BUILDING
DEVELOPMENT, DEFY BAN -Over 1000
environmental demonstrators gathered in the
Northern Thai city of Chiang Mai to protest the
construction of luxury housing for judges and
officials on the mountain Doi Suthep, which
is home to one of the most famous and sacred
temples in the country. Many consider Doi Suthep
to be a sacred space for peace and meditation.
The protestors defied a current ban imposed by
military rule on public gatherings larger than five
people. They demanded that the government stop
any developments that encroach on the mountain
and dismantle new buildings. Protesters gave the
government aweek to comply with their demands,
promising more protests if the government is
unable to do so. The deputy commander of the
Chiang Mai Police said that the group had made
a request for the gathering beforehand, were
not concerned with political issues and cleaned
the street afterwards. The national military led
government has promised to hold an election in
the coming year, after facing a larger number of
public protests in recent months.
BILL COSBY CONVICTED OF SEXUAL
ASSAULT-a jury found former actor Bill Cosby
guilty of drugging and sexually assaulting Andrea
Constand 14 years ago. The decision came on
April 26 and included three counts of aggravated
indecent assault, each of which could bring
up to 10 years in state prison. Over 50 women
have accused Mr. Cosby of abuse, though Ms.
Constand’s is the only one to result in a conviction.
Throughout the trial, Cosby’s defense tried to
discredit the five women who testified that Cosby
drugged and assaulted them as well. The defense
accused the women of being “publicity seekers”
who are only motivated by financial gain. The
special prosecutor on the case, Kristen Gibbons
Feden, called these accusations against the women
shameful and said that method of criticismkeeps
other sexual assault victimsfrom coming forward.
Cosby has admitted to affairs but maintains that
his experience with Constand was a consensual
affair, not an assault.
SOUTH AND NORTH KOREA SEEK PEACE
AGREEMENT-South Korea said on April 29
that North Korean leader Kim Jong-un told
South Korean President Moon Jae-in that Jong-
un would abandon his nuclear weapons if the
United States formally ended the Korean war and
promised not to invade the North. Jong-un also
said he would invite experts and journalists from
South Korea and the U.S. to watch the shutdown
of the country’s only known nuclear test site next
month. The North and South Korean leaders
met April 27, in a visit which made history as
the first time a North Korean leader stepped into
the South. During the meeting, the two leaders
signed a joint declaration which named “complete
denuclearization” of the Korean peninsula as a
shared goal ofthe two countries. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo recently spoke of a conversation he
had with Jong-un over Easter weekend in which
Jong-un understood the Trump administration’s
goal of total denuclearization with North Korea.
According to Pompeo, Jong-un said during this
conversation that he was prepared to form a plan
to achieve this.
BOMBINGS IN AFGHANISTAN CLAIM DOZENS
OF CIVILIAN LIVES-Recent attacks in multiple
Afghan cities have killed dozens of civilians. Twin
bombings on April 30 in Kabul killed at least
25 people, including nine journalists and four
policemen. An additional 45 people were injured
in the attacks. The first attack was a suicide bomb
near the American Embassy, and the second
explosion came approximately 40 minutes later
after emergencyworkers and journalists had time
to head to the scene. The Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant group has taken responsibility for
both attacks. Another attack a few hours later in
Kandahar targeted Romanian soldiers and killed
11 children at a local school. No group has claimed
this attack. Earlier on April 22, a suicide bomber
killed 57 people at avoting registration center and
wounded over 100 more.
Sophia can be reached at
swells@su-spectator.com.
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LAW SCHOOL TALK ON INDECENCY, HOMOPHOBIA AND FREE SPEECH
Hunter Uechi
Staff Writer
Heartbroken, isolated, tolerated and
welcomed only if they were willing
to be quiet, were some of the words
student panelists used to describe
how they felt after reading comments
made by their university president.
The words from Seattle University
President Fr. Stephen Sundborg, S.J
regarding a photo of a student in drag
published in the Spectator left them
silenced and separated from the rest
ofthe Seattle U community.
The students participated in
an event last week called “Teach-
In on Indecency, The Spectator,
Homophobiaand Free Speech” hosted
by the law school on April 26. The
teach-in, which featured the student
panel, also provided legal perspectives
and reflections from law school
professors with expertise in media
law and LGBTQ rights, among other
research areas.
Bryan Adamson, associate professor
of law at Seattle U, hosted the teach-
in because he was “troubled and
surprised” by the reactions of both
Sundborg and Fr. David Leigh, S.J.,
who intentionally emptied Spectator
newsstands because he was “offended”
by the drag photo.
“I felt that there were many students
and other members in the community
who were directly harmed by those
actions and words,” Adamson said.
Adamson said incidences like these
have been happening on campus over
the last several years. He wanted to
host the teach-in to create a space for
members of the Seattle U community
to have these conversations
and develop ways to respond to
these comments.
“We as leaders, members of the
faculty or administrators, [have not]
addressed them and the harm they
cause,” he said. “I wanted to do my
part to get us engaged and making
sure that we were being attentive to
the concerns of the students around
these circumstances.” »
Dean Spade, an associate professor
in the law school, facilitated part ofthe
NICK TURNER • THE SPECTATOR
An empty Spectator newsstand.
teach-in with Adamson. For Spade,
the topic had resonated because of
the effects Sundborg’s message had on
his students.
“I saw a lot ofmy students upset and
hurt by [the words],” Spade said. “To
have a message come from the top that
sounds like queer and trans people are
only to be tolerated and that our life,
our culture is disgusting, is harsh to
receive when you’re already feeling a
lot of marginalization.”
In the recap of small group
discussions, undergraduate students
shared their experience with
professors where their preferred
pronouns were not used and
perspectives that disagreed with the
straight white patriarchal history were
not welcomed.
Hunter Adams, the student featured
in drag on the cover of the Spectator
was featured as one of the student
panelists. Adams also recognized
that the university needs to do more
to improve.
“There’s a lot ofwork that needs to
be done. We need to have more teach-
ins because there are people who
are willing to learn and take those
extra steps to make sure inclusion is
something advocated for on campus,”
MAY 2,2018
he said. “They’re willing to expand
their horizons to understand different
aspects of the community.”
Adams continued, saying that
college is a place to learn about one’s
self and community. He said the
only way to come to a resolution is
to keep talking about these issues
because it creates awareness and
unites a community to work towards
minimizing the problem.
‘Adamson and Spade have made
the commitment to develop stronger
relationships between the law school
and the undergraduate organizations,
programs and faculty.
“There’s just a lot of information
for us to share across about our
experiences and about potential
resources that might exist for us or
sources of support,” Spade said. “There
are a lot of opportunities to grow our
ability to know about each other’s life,
find each other and collaborate.”
Adamson wants to remind students
that they need to continue to learn
and stay strong because they have a
mission to accomplish.
“Keep learning because that’s what’s
going to win the battle of ideas and
ideals at the end of the day,” he said.
“Whether or not SU has a focus on
creating cultural excellence, we owe it
to our citizens to ensure we know they
belong here.”
Adams is focusing on the silver-
lining of the situation and wants to
thankSundborg for bringing this issue
to light. Adams said that Sundborg’s
words have brought the community
together to push back against
Sundborg’s comments and hold him
accountable to upholding Seattle U’s
mission statement.
“I respect his position and I don’t
think he is a bad person but he has
to learn. As the president of the
university, you need to make it a point
to learn with these students,” Adams
said. “You have to adapt, learn, absorb
and understand the communities that
are coming in.”
Hunter may be reached at
huechi@su-spectator.com
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SU MAKES PROGRESS TOWARD BETTER MATERNITY LEAVE POLICIES
Arielle Wiggin
Volunteer Writer
Up until recently, Seattle University’s
maternity leave policy has created
near-unnavigable barriers for
employees planning to have children
through foster care, childbirth and
adoption. The former maternity leave
policy meant that the only option for
employees who were planning to have
children was to accummulate their
sick days in an attempt to create a
pseudo-maternity leave.
Employees on campus have said
they would plan for years so they
could develop a deep bench of paid
leave just for these events. But this
changed recently when the school
adopted a new maternity leave policy.
The school’s former policy was
in accordance with the Family and
Medical Leave Act, the federal policy
that states those who have worked
1,250 hours minimum over a period
of one year are eligible for 12 weeks
of unpaid leave after having a child
through pregnancy, adoption or foster
care services.
This new policy was a step forward
in terms of policy that preserves the
jobs of parents in the time after they
have had children. However, those
12 weeks were not only unpaid, but
two-parent households in which
both parents work at Seattle U might
have to split those 12 weeks of leave
between the two of them.
Seattle U employees have been
diligently working on making changes
to the leave policy-and campaigning
for the administration to adopt
those changes. On Tuesday April 24,
an email from the school’s Human
Resources department was sent out to
school employees.
“The enhanced benefit came about
because of the concerns and hopes
raised by members of our campus
community. There was both a need
to address a disparity in benefits
coverage, especially for new parents,
and an opportunity to better align
our policy with our Jesuit value
of caring for the whole person,”
Michelle Clements, vice president of
6 NEWS
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Premajor Studies Advisor Cat Frizzell is currently pregnant and going through
SU’s maternity leave Process.
human resources at Seattle U, said in
a statement.
It said that 12 weeks of paid leave
would be available each year to new
parents, no matter if the child “joined
the family through natural birth,
adoption, or foster care,” and to those
who were experiencing serious illness
or if sorpeone in their family is ill.
Put simply, barriers for new parents
employed by Seattle U have changed
significantly. While it seems like
a positive improvement, Seattle U
parents are still holding their breath
and waiting to see how this policy
works out over time. .
Cat Frizzell, an academic advisor for
the Premajor program, has navigated
the delicate process of Seattle U’s
former policy. She was anxiously
awaiting this new announcement.
“This policy was supposed to
come out in January and it’s now the
beginning ofApril,” Frizzell said. “As a
pregnant person, I was looking at my
inbox and thinking ‘You guys have to
hurry up, we’re on a schedule here.’”
The initial information that was
shared with employees was vague, so
other than the complicated structure
of the policy-changing process
causing Frizzell to use the old policy
when taking leave for her new baby,
Frizzell’s major concern was that
everyone who has been saving up on
sick dayswill lose all that time.
“Anyone who has been here for
a long time had been accruing sick
time,” she said. “We were concerned
that they were taking those hours we
would usually get paid for because
they are phasing out that program.”
After July 1 of 2018, the sick
pay benefits will be modified to
accommodate the new paid leave
policy, and only 72 hours will roll over
each year. This was an issue because
many individuals worked on days
they could have been recovering from
illness so they could save those sick
days for childbirth, and because those
days were benefits they had accrued
as a stipulation of their contract. As
it turns out, everyone hired before
July 1, 2018 will be able to carry over
that time.
This policy change is beneficial
for Seattle U employees, given that
they are eligible for the benefits. The
change is yet another example of the
changes American culture has to
make in terms ofbenefits for families,
especially for the individuals in those
families that shoulder the majority of
the caretaking burden.
Even op the Seattle U campus these
barriers show signs of persisting,
considering the fact that the the
staff at Bon App will not receive this
policy change.
“We are an independently managed
company, so all issues like that
go to our own Human Resources
department,” said Daniel Morse, a
supervisor atC-Street.
Because the 12 weeks of leave
are allotted per eligible employee,
regardless of that employee’s gender,
it is a big step in dismantling several
forms of barriers that hinder people
from participating in the workforce.
The editor may be reached at
news@su-spectator.com
BIRDS IN THIS WEATHER FLOCK TOGETHER ON SU CAMPUS
Jacqueline Lewis
_
Senior StaffWriter
With the arrival of the springtime
sunshine, hammocks start popping
up in the quad and students flock to
the library steps to enjoy the beautiful
weather. However, those aren’t the
only changes students can see on the
Seattle University campus, or better
yet, the changes they can hear.
Seattle U is home to a diverse
community of birds, and not only
do they add the perfect background
music when walking through the
gardens to feel like a Disney princess,
but flieir songs and behaviors are
monitoredby faculty and students.
“I justreally like how much diversity
you can find in the city. Like, people
thinkcities are really boring and drab,
and there’s not as much biodiversity as
in a forest, but there are a lot ofspecies
that have their own unique thing
going on in the cities,” Biology major
Celeste Dylla said.
Dylla has been researching the
Bushtit, a small, native gray bird on
campus, under biology professor
Rebecca Hartley since the start of
Spring quarter. She joins otherbiology
students in nest observations weekly
to see what the bird is doing.
“[The Bushtit] haven’t been studied
very much. They also don’t have very
elaborate vocalizations, and that’s
maybe why, because it’s more fun to
study a song sparrow that has a lot of
beautiful songs,” Hartley said.
Hartley started recording birds
about two years ago, and
those on-
campus observations have grown into
a research opportunity for students.
The bird noises are recorded with
special microphones and headphones
that reduce noise. With the city traffic,
airplanes and fountains, it can be hard
to hear the birds. Going out in the
mornings, when the weather is nice, is
peak beak time to hear them.
For the first time, Hartley is teaching
a UCOR 1800 course this spring
quarter all about birds, a course she
got approved last year and has been
working on since.
“We have invested in some good
binoculars, so the .students can get
a good view of birds on campus,”
Hartley said. “We just walk around
campus, we don’t go super far or
super fast. Everybody is looking and if
someone sees a bird we all stop and we
lookand we see ifwe can identify it.”
Usually, only a handful of birds are
spotted, but for those beautiful sunny
days, the students were able to spot
about 10 different birds.
“We have a lot of robins on campus,
and they feed out in the open on the
grass, so they’re a good bird to get
out and observe,” Hartley said. “They
also have a really pretty song, it is sort
of melodious and chirpy. They have
certain calling notes that I will hear
around campus.”
Other native birds havebeen spotted
throughout the years on our campus.
Starlings ambitiously set up a nest in
the chapel bell tower one spring, and
the reflecting pool has been home to
a family ofmallard ducks. There’s also
a cute little hummingbird that likes to
hang out around the Lemieux library,
and has been rumoured to have a
nest nearby.
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Turdus migratorius, the American Robin, is a common bird seen over most ofNorth America .
Just like the students, some birds
move in and integrate themselves into
campus life, and others commute.
Ravens fly into campus in the
morning, and starlings are usually
nesting ofF-campus.
“We’ve seen birds on campus
foraging, and then flying off into
the neighborhoods where they are
nesting,” Hartley said.
Seattle U Grounds has ensured that
our campus is pesticide and insecticide
free since 2006, and Integrated
Pest Management Coordinator
Janice M. Murphy helps the habitats
thrive naturally.
“It is not just eliminating the use
of [pesticides], but it is providing
these areas that are beneficial for
birds and insects to take up that job,”
Murphy said. “To have healthy plants
you need healthy soil, so mulch and
leaves left in the beds, and twigs, are
all breaking down and are an in-place
compost system to help build up
the ecosystems.”
In the gardens around campus,
nesting boxes are hidden among the
trees, ideal for roosting (a warm and
MAY 2,2018
dry place for birds in the winter) and
raising young in the spring.
“A bigpiece ofmyworkis enhancing
the habitat to benefit birds and insects.
Wherever we can we try to leave the
seed heads of flowers, or plants with
small fruits, so the birds can be fed,”
Murphy said.
Though last week was Seattle
Bird Week, Grounds puts on the
International Backyard Bird Count to
study and observe birds for education
and awareness every February.
“All those leaves that fall down..
that’s food for birds. It’s really good
that [Grounds] doesn’t pick it up
and leave the gardens a bit messy,”
Hartley said.
For a campus of strong student
voices, Seattle U is also a home to
the chirps and calls of our feathered
neighbors. So post-up in the gardens,
soak up the sun, take out an earbud or
two and get to know the birds that call
Seattle home.
Jacqueline may be reached at
jlewis@su-spectator.com
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CHALLENGING WHITE FEMINISM WITH VANILLA ICE CREAM
Irine Le
Volunteer Writer
As a partofthe Questioning Whiteness
serieson theSeattle Universitycampus,
the Gender Justice Center teamed
up with the Office of Multicultural
Affairs to organize the Vanilla Ice
Cream Social: Deconstructing White
Feminism event on April 26. This
event was facilitated by Haleema
Bharoocha and Sophia Xiques.
Complete with Frankie and Jos
vanilla ice cream, as well as a vast
array of toppings, students and faculty
members gathered to discuss, learn
and deconstruct the concept of white
feminism. At the event, participants
had agreed on a standard definition
of feminism: the equality of both
sexes. But what happens when
women of color and women from
other marginalized backgrounds
are excluded from the narrative of
seeking equality? That’s where the
discussion towards deconstructing
white feminism comes in says the staff
at the Gender Justice Center.
Carly Moore, a first-year political
science and Spanish double major,
was eager to attend this event and join
in on the discussion.
“Conversations have such an
important role in holding myself
and other white folks accountable
for their activism and actions and
center the women, non-binary, trans
[and] people of color in our lives,”
she said. “White feminism is not real
feminism because it fails to recognize
the essential intersections of race,
class, sexuality, ability, disability and
so much more.”
Haleema Bharoocha, the director
of the Gender Justice Center, said the
event was created to address changes
toward whiteness in feminism. She
explained the targeted audience wasn’t
.just white women, but women ofcolor,
as well.
“The idea came from wanting
to address whiteness and talking
to white women, especially. As we
were having a conversation about
whiteness, we realized this is not just
about white people,” Bharoocha said.
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“People of color can also embody
whiteness, as well as colorism and
internalized oppression.”
When planning this event,
Bharoocha and Xiques felt that
caucus groups would prove to be the
most effective in terms of discussion.
Caucus groups, or small discussion
groups, would allow for a more
personal discussion, as well as a “safe
place” for all participants.
“We wanted to have the space to
have the conversations necessary, so
that is where the idea came from. If
we talk about race, we can undo those
knots, and we can get to the root of
patriarchy,” Bharoocha said.
Though Bharoocha was referring
to the knots within oppression in a
symbolic manner, participants in the
event were able to hold within their
hands the physical symbolism of the
years of oppression that have built and
grown for women of all backgrounds.
Participants were handed an
index card with a piece of yarn
tied to its corner and were told to
make a small initial knot; the knot
TAYLOR GUY • THE SPECTATOR
represented Europeans stealing the
land that belonged to natives and
indigenous people.
Then, participants were told to
make two more loops representing
further racism and inequality and tied
those two loops together. Lastly, two
more loops that represented income
inequality were tied on top of the pre-
existing knots.
This activity proved eye-opening
when participants learned that to
untie one of the knots, you’d have to
untie the entire exercise; it acted as
a metaphor for' intersectionality—-
the notion that the systems that
affect the most marginalized do not
exist as separate entities, but rather
interwoven with each other.
“I thought the activity was
extremely healing and representative
of how intersectionality exists in our
daily lives because it’s not common'
for white folks to see that,” Junior
Biochemistry majorNemo Lopez said.
“So to have a physical representation
of how those hierarchies affect
everyone whether they see it or not is
extremely validating.”
Within the smaller caucusing
groups, Bharoocha offered a question
to consider: how can Seattle U
students join in on the conversation
to help their peers understand the
importance ofdeconstructinginjustice
within feminism?
Participants were then asked to
think of effective and ineffective ways
to include peers within the greater
conversation. The general consensus
of the caucusing groups was that it
is much more effective to “call in”
peers, and take the time Bharoocha
explained the importance of uniting
together to combat injustice. “We
can have a stronger movement, so
that we can actually work together on
these things instead of being divided
or upset.”
The editormay be reached at
news@su-spectator.com
SSA PERSEVERES
AlecDowning
Staff Writer
A collective sigh of frustration
reverberated throughout Wyckoff
AuditoriumaS'members ofSustainable
Student Action (SSA) collected
themselves following the university’s
budget transparency forum.
SSA has worked diligently to
pressure Seattle University to divest
from companies in the fossil fuel
industry since 2012. They have made
significant progress over the years
since, but as the forum indicated, the
fight for divestment is far from over.
SSA members did not have high
expectations going into the forum,
held on April 23, but the organization
certainly had some hopes. “We had just
foundout from one of the membersof
the SRI working.group that the board
of trustees would be voting in May, so
wewere excited to hear thatconfirmed
by Connie Kanter,” said SSA member
Nicolas Cruz, a senior double major in
biology and sociology.
That excitement turned to
disappointment as Chief Financial
Officer and Vice President of Finance
and Business Affairs at Seattle U
Connie Kanter informed SSA and
others in attendance of the forum
that the Board of Trustees would
not be voting on divestment this
May, and that a new subcommittee
was being formed to investigate
divestment further.
Seattle U formed the Socially
Responsible Investment (SRI) Task
Force in response to previous SSA
pressure. The task force eventually
created the SRI Working Group,
whichpassed its recommendations on
divestment to the Board of Trustees,
who sent said recommendations to
the Investment Committee, who
then created a new subcommittee
in response.
Junior Sierra Suafoa-McClain, a
business management major and
SSA member present for the forum,
criticized this move.
“That’s been the tactic of the school
throughout divestmentand for a lot of
other issues happening on campus,”
DESPITE SETBACKS FOR DIVESTMENT CAMPAIGN
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Sustainable Student Action calls on Seattle Universty to halt investments of en-
dowmentfunds in fossilfuel industries within the next three years.
Suafoa-McClain said. “It’s to make
these working groups, and task forces
and subcommittees to push away
student power, especially right now
with it being spring quarter. They are
going to make a subcommittee when
student power dwindles because of
summer break.”
Along with this, the presentation
revealed that the SRI Working
Group’s current working proposal to
the Board of Trustees recommended
divestment only from companies who
own oil reserves —not those involved
in other aspects of the fossil fuel
industry. This process would occur
over a five-year time period and which
would not begin until the Board of
Trustees approved it—ifthey decide to
do so.
“The sense of urgency they have is
very different than ours,” Cruz said.
“Obviously the people on the Board
of Trustees, the people on the SRI
working group, predominantly aren’t
affected by climate change or the
extraction and transportation offossil
fuels, so they don’t feel the urgency.”
Suafoa-McClain expressed similar
frustrations with the bureaucracy.
“Moral arguments do not really
persuade them. It’s all monetary, its
very Machiavellian-type reasoning. So
I would saythey listenbut they are not
persuaded by it.”
New information regarding the
MAY 2,2018
total amount of money Seatde U has
invested in fossil fuels was presented
at the April 23 budget forum.“There is
actually more money invested in fossil
fuels than we thought,” Cruz said. “We '
used to think it was $12.2 million and
now it’s $13.6 million—about seven
percent of our endowment.”
While the news was mostly
disappointing to SSA, the club said
there was some small progress.
“Last year when we attended,
[Kanter] had maybe one slide about
divestment,” Suafoa-McClain said.
“This year she had several slides about
divestment because it’s something
SSA and other people on campus
have been fighting for very diligently
throughout the years. She addressed
it, she also took several digs at SSA
that were unnecessary.”
SSA members described Kanter as
acting defensive toward them during
the forum. “One of our members
who is a senior is Nicolas Cruz, and
she addressed us as ‘Nicolas and
his friends’ which is frankly very
irritating,” Suafoa-McClain said. “A
lot of the school administration does
that, where they only address him
-or one person, and then the rest of
us are not really identified. Which
can be frustrating because we are
all individuals and we are all people
with names and identities that they
frankly ignore.”
Despite the circumstances, SSA is
moving forward and plans to escalate
their actions to increase pressure on
Seattle U.
“SWe have hope but we’re not
optimistic about it. There’s a lot of
work to do and there’s going to be
a lot of struggle to get it but I think
that we’re prepared and we are getting
prepared to do that,” Cruz said. “I do
think there is hope and excitement
and people are getting on board, we’re
getting new members who are joining
because of our actions they want
to join and get involved and that’s
really exciting.”
Alec may be reached at
adowning@su-spectator.com
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UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS COMPETE FOR RESEARCH PRIZE
Frances Divinagracia
Staff Writer
While some undergraduate students
work on research paper and projects
solely for a grade, others have taken
it a step further for theirwork to be
recognized through publication and
presentation. Seattle University has
provided these opportunities to help
students take it to the next level.
A group of Writing Center
consultants proposed the idea that
undergraduate students needed a
platform where they could publish
their research work. It reached
various spaces on campus and
caught the attention of the College
of Arts and Sciences and the English
department, and eventually gained
support from the Provost’s Office.
The English department’s brand
new writing studies minor was just
getting off the ground and believed
it would fit in beautifully.
The first volume of Seattle
University Undergraduate Research
Journal (SUURJ) was published
during the 2016-2017 school year
and enabled students to have a
platformforpublishingtheirresearch
work. It garnered great success and
a second volume is currently in the
works to be published this year.
The Seattle University
UndergraduateResearch Association
(SUURA) conferencehas been a long-
standing annual event at Seattle U
and will be taking place on May 11
for students to present their research
projects. The second volume of
SUURJ will be presented at the
conference. The conference is open
to all and is free of charge. Multiple
interdisciplinary panels, sessions
and discussions will be scattered
throughout various buildings on
campus all day.
Student research was previously
housed in what used to be the
Office of Research and Sponsored
Programs, but is now solelythe Office
of Sponsored Programs. Student
research was then moved towards
the Office of Fellowships, which
mainly dealt with students applying
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for prestigious national fellowships
such astheFulbright,theTrumanand
the Marshall. The office shifted itself
to become the Office of Fellowships
and Student Research, which has its
own area meant to focus specifically
on student research.
Chief Faculty Advisor and
Founding Faculty Editor of SUURJ
Dr. Molly Clark Hillard spoke to the
significance of student research
having a dedicated spacefor its goals
and how that helps bring visibility
to what students are working on.
She finds research to be anything
and everything that students are
working on.
“We’re sort of trying to expand
the definition of what constitutes
research on campus and to really
showcase the fact that our students
are doing exciting, vibrant [and]
world-changing stuff on this
campus,” said Hillard. “This office
was imagined and constructed as a
way to support those things that are
already taking place.”
Hillard has been working hard all
year to emphasize the collaborative
and interdisciplinary nature of
SUURJ as much as possible.
Student editors coming from a
variety ofmajors are the ones looking
over the submissions and polishing
them for publication. They enroll
themselves in sequenced classes
over the course of the school year to
learn about editing, publishieg and
technical writing among other skills
needed.
Hillard wants students to be
involved in research and as soon as
they enter Seattle U to be connected
with faculty who can guide them in
theirresearch.
“To be able to provide for students
[and] say, ‘Hey, this is what research
looks like for me, and here’s
what it could look like for you,’ is
a model for excellent teaching,”
Hillard said. “It’s a way to ignite
students and to expand beyond the
boundaries of the classroom and
the campus community into the
wider world to help students enter
broader conversations.”
Supportingandfosteringa network
of research activities on campus is
essential in making that message
clear. Hillard plans on doing more
outreach during the summer and
the fall to new students once they
step foot on campus by marketing
the benefits of undergraduate
research in orientation programs,
Welcome Week and eventually the
core curriculum. Hillard also has
hopes of having an actual office that
students can be welcomed into.
Third-year Math major Jesse
Goncalves learned about becoming
an editor after having his paper on
media bias in the coverage of Bernie
Sanders’ presidential campaign
published in the first volume of
SUURJ. He was inspired to join the
editorial team because ofhis passion
for communicating research,
particularly in STEM, and wanted to
support other undergraduates in
publishing theirwork as well.
Goncalves stated that the team
was less concerned with polishing
students’ writing, and instead
considered the potential for each
work to develop through the
editorial process. The team sought
to publish outstanding research
projects that showcased a diversity
in perspectives and methodologies.
“By amplifying student voices,
as well as developing their
communication through the
editorial process, SUURJ empowers
students to speak out for a just and
humane world, in line with the SU
mission,” Goncalves said.
English major Mackenzie Reed,
another student editor, was excited
to finally be able to put all the
skills she had learned through
the class into something bigger
than her own work, collaborate
with other students from multiple
disciplines and share all of this in a
productive manner.
“I realized last year that after I
graduated I wanted to go into the
publishing industry, and I thought
there was no better way to really
understand if this was what I wanted
to do than getting my feet wet here
at Seattle U,” Reed said.
Fourth-year psychology major
Sufia Ahmad was among many
student contributors to both
SUURJ and SUURA this year. Ahmad
conducted a research project in her
statisticscourse lastyearthatstudied
the role of social support in working
memory. Her research was aimed
towards looking at how stereotype
threat affects working memory
and if social support can moderate
that effect.
“Our hypothesis was that ethnic
minority students who might be in a
stereotype threat condition thinking
that what’s being questioned is
their identity rather than their
performance on a task would do
more poorly on a memory task than
white students facing that same
stereotype threat,” Ahmad said.
Ahmad was inspired by her TA who
submitted research to last year’s
volume of SUURJ and wanted to
experience the process of having her
work published.
Ahmad’s results proved to be
insignificant without any real
findings to confirm her hypothesis,
mainly because of the limitations
of running a research project solely
for the class. Nonetheless, she found
publishing the work she had done
was a big step in the practice of
conducting research on her own.
“I definitely know there’s a big
problem in scientific research where
only positive results are published,
and so I really did think that it was
almost a responsibility of mine to
publish my findings even though
they weren’t significant, and it’s
all part of the learning process,”
Ahmad said.
Ahmad received feedback from
student editors about improving
her writing and from faculty in the
psychology department about any
points she might have missed. She
spoke to how much she appreciated
the interdisciplinary collaboration
and how vital being open to
feedback and facing criticism is
during this process. Because of this,
she has been able to approach her
own disciplines and otherprojects in
a more integral way.
“They’re not attacking me, they’re
not attacking my research; they’re
really just trying to understand it
better,” Ahmad said. “I think that
spoke to how clear you have to be
in scientific writing and how aware
you have to be of implicit bias and
implicit understandings, [and] being
really clear about your motivations
for the research.”
Ahmad, who will be working as a
research scientist in a learning and
memory lab post-graduation, was
motivated to participate in SUURA
to get experience in presenting her
research and values the opportunity
to partake in theconference.
“I really appreciate that Seattle
U does have the undergraduate
research journal and conference
because we . aren’t a research
institution like UW,” Ahmad said.
“Having these small instanceswhere
students who are really interested in
research, or even questioning their
interest, I’ve really appreciated it
a lot.”
For the first time, the portal to
submit work for SUURJ’s third
volume is opening at the end of
May. Students interested in editing
or publishing are encouraged to
register for classes to become an
editor for SUURJ. SUURJ offers three
classes during the year—five credits
in the fall, two credits in the winter
and three credits in the spring. The
fall class teaches students editing
skills to prepare them for the winter
and spring courses.
Although the deadline to
participate in this year’s SUURJ
and SUURA this year has passed,
students are still encouraged to
submit their projects for the chance
to win the newfound undergraduate
research prize. The prize is being
conducted through the Lemieux
Library and McGoldrick Learning
Commons. This is the first year that
the undergraduate research prize
is taking place at Seattle U, but
universitiesaround the country have
already implemented their own
models for conducting this same
initiative. Director of Public Services
and Coordinator of the Learning
Commons Partnership Lynn Deeken
was in charge of putting together
the task forces behind what the
undergraduate research prize would
look like.
“We looked at the variety of
ways that different libraries have
structured and offered their award
and started to draft our own version
of it,” Deeken said.
Dean of Lemieux Library and
McGoldrick Learning Commons
Sarah Watstein had previous
experience working at other
institutionsand their undergraduate
research prizes. Those involved in
the process are open and excited
to seeing how the structure may
change and be revised through
feedback in going forward.
“These are all landscapes that we
aretraversingforthefirsttimehereat
Seattle U,”Watstein said. “Butthere’s
a lot of expertzztttttience out there
and articles that have been written
about this and we are certainly
drawing from the experience of our
colleagues and other settings.”
Students who submit their work
are also asked to write a reflective
statement to draw out how
successful they were with using
different sources and strategies, and
how they have used the collections
and services offered.
“That’ll be interesting to see if that
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The SUURA and SUURJstaff, comprised ofSU students andfaculty brainstorm ideasfor the promotion of their confeerence
and journal.
comes up for people that they feel
like that’s made a contribution to
theirsuccessas a researcher,” Deeken
said. "We don’t often get to see the
final product so that’s what’s kind
of cool for us is getting to hopefully
see the ways in which we work
with students and how that results
in what they’ve accomplished at
the end.”
Students who win the
undergraduate research prize will be
able to mention how participating
in the initiative truly helped them
to develop professional skills that
they will need in future endeavors,
whether that be graduate school
or the workforce of the career path
they choose.
“[For students] to say that they’ve
received this award, [that] they met
the eligibility and evaluation criteria
and theirwork [is being] housed and
preserved here, is a really important
piece,” Watstein said.
Coordinator of Information and
Research Services Chris Granatino
spoketo more oftheinterdisciplinary
collaboration that this opportunity
provides to students and how it has
allowed for the library and learning
commons to see the end products
culminate into the finished piece.
“It’s been an interesting way for
us in the library to start building
relationships outside of our borders
MAY 2,2018
as a liaison to academic unit on
campus,”Granatinosaid.“Justtheact
of sending information about this
award and asking if anyone would
be involved, [we received] some
really excited responses back from
the faculty already.”
Although the concept of creating
a grandeur research project
for publication into a research
journal seems like a great feat
to undergraduate students, it is
absolutely possible for anyone
in any field to participate. The
coordinators of the undergraduate
research initiative on campus want
to meet students where they are at
in their work and in their research
and spoke to how this goes along
with Seattle U’s Jesuit values and
mission statements about caring for
the whole person and being able to
holistically provide to students.
“Cura personalis really permeates
a lot of what we do in research
services,” Granatino said. “I think
that this reward is a nice way for us
to be able to both contribute and
then see the fruitsof the labor[from]
the students.”.
Frances can be reached at
fdivinagracia@su-spectator.com
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MOE’S TO NEUMOS: A VENUE STANDS THE TEST OF TIME
Bri Ganzon
Volunteer Writer
The smell of late night Seattle street
dogs, rainbow crosswalks, eccentric
fashion and assortment of coffee
shops that aren’t all Starbucks are all
elements that capture the essence of
of Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood.
In the constantly changing city
landscape, there is one venue that has
stood the test of time for over two
decades: Neumos.
It has become iconic in Seattle’s
music scene, hosting genres
from EDM to rap (throwback to
Macklemore’s free concert a couple
years back), and can be recounted
in the college experiences of Seattle
University students through the years.
However, not many people know
that Neumos is actually “New Moe’s”
and thatthe original venue was opened
in 1994 as Moe’s Mo’Roc’N Cafe by
Jerry Evercare. The venue has hosted
greats such as Radiohead, Neil Young,
No Doubt and Pearl Jam—tokens
of a 90s grunge and rock movement
long past.
Jason Lajeunesse, a co-owner and
talent buyer who helped reopen
Neumos in 2004, explained how he
has seen the evolution of both the
venue and local community.
“The neighborhood was
considerably different. There wasn’t
much where we were, with the
exception of a handful of staples like
The Comet, The Wild Rose and Barca,”
Lajeunesse said. “When we opened,
artists and musicians could still afford
to live in the neighborhood and that’s
whom the regulars were made up of.
We still have those people performing
and workingwith us, but, the clientele
has broadened considerably and we
see people from all over the region
and the world visiting us.”
Steve Migliore, a radio host on rock
station KISW’s BJ & Migs, was initially
drawn to move to Seattle in pursuance
of the grunge scene, being especially
inspired by the famed 1996 Pearl Jam
concert featuring Neil Young.
“I moved out here in 1997, so this
was before Neumos was a club; I
remember when it was called Moe’s,”
Migliore said. “I was a huge Pearl
Jam fan and when I moved out here
I said ‘I gotta check this place out.’ At
that time, Pearl Jam was one of the
biggest bands in the world playing in a
small venue.”
Since being relaunched, the venue
has hosted a wide variety of musicians
including Adele, Muse, Jack White,
MGMT, The Shins, Diplo and Vampire
Weekend. Lajeunesse states that, live,
quality performances from every
genre forms the basis of what Neumos
has to offer.
“We work with all genres of music,
with a focus on indie rock, hip hop,
electronic, punk and metal. While we
continue to bring new themed events
and programs to the businesses within
our building, the live music will
continue to be the backbone of what
we do,” Lajeunesse.
Migliore observed the music
evolution firsthand with his band
Peter Parker, even practicing and
performing with the band Harvey
Danger, famed for their 90s hit
“Flagpole Sitta.”
“I’d say it’s more
eclectic now,”
Migliore said. “You had your punk
bands and your rock bands, loud and
rock-dominated. You slowly started
to get more alternative pop bands
coming in. We played with Death Cab
for Cutie and Harvey Danger.”
Blake Matthews, a native Seattleite
and musical blogger who networks
with local musicians, shared his own
experience with the more recent
musical progression ofNeumos.
“One of the first times I visited
Neumos for a musicshow was in 2008,
for Lykke Li. I was super into that
Drake song ‘Little Bit’ that featured
her vocals on his tape ‘So Far Gone.,”
Matthews said.
Matthews believes that though
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One of Capitol Hill's most well known concert venues, Neumos.
Neumos has come far from its roots
as Moe’s, it will continue to have
a significant musical presence in
Seattle’s community.
“You’ll find many artists, local
and domestic, trying to crawl into
new music spaces and styles because
the focus isn’t on a specific genre
anymore. Neumos will continue to
be a staple in the CH neighborhood
and will probably not be affected.
I’ve seen everything from rap, to
alternative rock, to neo soul here,”
Matthews said. “While Neumos may
not fit every demographic out there,
it will always have two sides of the
spectrum and I think they will always
have the upperhand in being the most
musically forward.”
Migliore is optimistic about
Neumos’ future, referencing the venue
as an excellent place for musicians
to perform.
“They’re in such a prime location
Capitol'Hill,” Migliore said. “They
seem to be the center of Cap Hill!
It’s a great sounding room, and it’s a
room where even ifyou don’t fill it up
it won’t be embarrassing. You could
fill up the venue and feel like you’re
a rockstar. It’s crazy to think it’s a
historic club now...it’s great for those
mid-level bands who have gained
some attention as well.”
Lajeunesse is confident that
Neumos will continue to play a role
in sustaining Seattle’s music scene as
musical interests continue to shift
and change.
“Ultimately Seattle has changed,
but it’s still a city that supports and
appreciates good music. I think
Neumos has created a consistent
cornerstone for music in both
our neighborhood and city,”
Lajeunesse said.
Furthermore, Lajeunesse believes
that Neumos has cemented itself as a
diverse venue that has grown to reflect
the changing audiences and interests
of today’s music industry.
“We will have been a live music
venue for more than two decades as
Neumos, and this time compounded
with the period of the 1990’s has and
will continue to solidify us as a legacy
venue, as long as we continue to deliver
quality bands and experiences for the
fans and the musicians themselves.”
The editormay be reached at
arts@su-spectator.com
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TRAVELLING THROUGH THE ISLANDS AT THIS YEAR’S LU’AU
Rania Kaur
Staff Writer
Seattle’s rainy weather and grey
skies had no effect on the annual
Luau put on by Hui O Nani Hawai’i
club. The theme Huaka’i I na Moku
or “Voyaging Through the Islands”
transported attendees to the shores
of all the islands in Hawai’i and to
Tahiti with the dances and food that
was served. Going on for over half of a
century, this marks the 56th year that
Luau has been at Seattle University.
Walking into Campion Ballroom,
it seemed transformed. Hawaiian
snacks lined the tables. Everyone
participating in the event was dressed
up for the occasion. Bright prints, leis
around necks and lei po’os adorned
the dancers, participants and even
the attendees.
The night began with attendees
enjoying Hawaiian cuisine for dinner
as students from the Luau Band sang.
Those over 21 could go down to the
Beer Garden and indulge in some
alcohol before the event started. Snow
cones could be purchased as a treat
from their shop.
Each year, Hui O Nani donates
a portion of Luau proceeds to a
charity organization that gives back
to the community. This year, proceeds
went to Pu’uhonua o Wai’anae, a
community and transitional shelter in
the Wai’anae Coastal area that acts as
a place of refuge for Native Hawaiians
that can’t afford to live in Hawai’i.
After dinner, the performances
began. Seven choreographers worked
on a dance that reflected each island.
Each dance had a particular song
chosen that represented a different
meaning. Many of which have to
do with Hawaiian gods and myths.
For example, one of the dances, the
Women’s Kahiko, was on a mele (song)
that honors e ku’u Mo’i (beloved king)
Lunalilo and his journeyaboard a ship
from O’ahu to America.
A high energy dance which sent the
audience into roars is the Haka. The
Men’s Haka is theKapa O Pango, which
in ancient times, the Maori warriors
would use the chant to intimidate
their opponents and prepare
themselves for the battle that was to
come. The women also performed the
Taka Maori Haka, that greets all with
strength and determination. Highly
anticipated by the audience, the haka
was also followed by the haka face
game, in which audience volunteers
were able to compete by showing off
their own haka face.
Ten months in the making, the
event is Hui O Nani Hawai’i’s biggest
club event.
“Our club means a lot to kids from
Hawai’i, but not only that, to people
in Seattle and being able to share and
perpetuate our culture from home is
essentiallywhat Luau is and that’s what
makes it such a great event,” said Ryan
Morikawe, President of Hui O Nani
Hawai’i club at Seattle U. “Everyone
comes together in the comradery of
Luau week and the day of, everyone
just comes together and makes this
event what it is.”
Pualila Kahale, a first year electrical
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Tahitian dancersperformed at Hui O Nani’s 56th Lu'au.
engineering major, and a dancer at the
Luau, was encouraged to join by her
mom back home.
“The club is like a small family,
because there’s many Hawai’i kids that
are here so it’s really good like to get a
reminder from home because we are a
thousand miles away,” Kahale said.
Many family members and friends
of the participants come from out of
town to see this event. Those that are
unable to make it can see it through
the livestream.Alumni and those who
have never attended Seattle U come to
support this event in their home away
from home.
Jason Cisneros, a University of
Washington, Alumni has attended
Seattle U’s Luau for the past four
or five years and was a part of the
University of Washington Hawaiian
Club when he was a student there.
They also put on their own Luau every
year
like Seattle U.
“We used to plan our Lu’aus on
different days, so we could go and
MAY 2,2018
support the Seattle U one and they
could come and support ours, because
I mean, like we all grew up together
back home,” Cisneros said. “A lot of
my good friends went to Seattle U
and it was like ‘yeah, we want to see
your Luau, we want to see what you’re
, >»
up to.
Every year, Luau closes off the night
with the Hawai’i Aloha, which is the
anthem ofHawai’i. Audiencemembers
stood up and linked hands as everyone
who knew it sang along, swaying their
bodies to the singing. A celebration
of family, culture and home, the Luau
is a continuing tradition at Seattle U
with a legacy that will be celebrated
for years to come.
Rania may be reached at
rkaur@su-spectator.com
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SMALLPOOLS IS BIG NEWS FOR QUADSTOCK 2018
Kailey Byer
Volunteer Writer
Seattle University’s annual music
festival will celebrate its 29th
anniversary on May 19 featuring
Smallpools headlining the stage in
Connolly Center and Taylar Elizza
Beth headlining thestage on the Quad.
Big headliners such as Bibi Bourelly,
Macklemore and Saint Motel have
previously headlined the stage
hosted by Student Events & Activities
Council (SEAC), and Smallpools
is no small act. “Dreaming,” one
of their most popular songs, has
over 40 million listens on Spotify.
Smallpools will be accompanied on
the SEAC stage by Great Good Fine
Ok, Half the Animal and Battle of the
Bands Champion Griffin Leemon.
The stage on the Quad hosted by
KXSU will feature a setlist of Pacific
Northwest artists. Taylar Elizza Beth
will be accompanied by COSMOS,
Flip Phone, Maiah Wynne, and Battle
of the Bands Runner up Kohst. KXSU
Promotions Director JasonMcCue said
he tried to curate a compilation of local
artists with genre diversity in mind.
“I think supporting local music in
general is such an important part of
arts community in Seattle so I put a
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A beam of light moving across the crowd at Quadstock 201 7.
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heavy emphasis on making sure we
have a lot of Seattle based and Pacific
Northwest bands,” McCue said.
The kickofF to Quadstock will be at
12 p.m. in the Quad where the KXSU
stage will be set up. Performances
in the Quad will continue until
5 p.m. then the festivities will be
moved to the Connolly Center.
First year Seattle U student
Karsten Kohout, also known by
his DJ name Kohst, will be the first
performer of the day. Kohout said
that he wants his performance to be
lighthearted and unscripted. Kohout
has performed at other sports and
community events, but this will likely
be his biggest Seattle U crowd yet.
Kohout said that he has grown
as an artist due to not only chances
to perform live, but also because
of the reception that the Seattle U
fosters. Seattle U prides itself on
celebrating the individual which
Karston has found to be particularly
encouraging in his journey as an artist.
“It’s not the same as high
school, people weren’t as receptive
then, but the atmosphere [here]
encourages people like me to keep
going and grow,” Kohout said.
Months of planning are invested
into Quadstock each year.
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Griffin Leemon, the Battle of the Bands winner who will perform at Quadstock.
Leemon, who is performing on the
stage in the Connolly Center, said
that he has been rewriting his songs
and lyrics to fit the story he wants to
tell. He said that his songs are shaped
by his identity of being from a small
community in Wyoming and that he
wants his performance to reflect that.
“I’m going to be offering an intimate
experience, it’s going to be just me
standing up on stage,” Leemon said.
This year, folks can expect to an
assortment of genres at Quadstock,
and hopefully a Saturday just as
sunny as the last. There will also
be food trucks and community
vendors present at the event.
Kohout said that he was
excited to perform and has some
expectations for his crowd.
“The worst thing that can happen
at a performance is no one dancing
to your music,” Kohout said.
The editormay be reached at
arts@su-spectator.com
MAINSTREAM QUEER MUSIC EMERGES AT LAST
Frances Divinagracia
Staff Writer
With celebrated mainstream artists
like Kehlani, Janelle Monae and
Hayley Kiyoko bringing rise to songs
about queer love and posting about
their queerness on social media, the
rise of queer music is giving members
ofLGBTQIA+ community like myself
a new sense of representation and
self-acceptance.
Artists like David Bowie, Prince
and Elton John were prominent queer
artists in the 1970s and 1980s, and the
movement towards sexual liberation
through music in the early 2000s
was highlighted by icons such as
Britney Spears, Madonna, Lady Gaga
and Christina.
In the last decade, it seems like there
has been an increase in musicians who
are using their platforms to facilitate
queer discourse in a prominently
heteronormative industry. Musicians
such as Sam Smith, Frank Ocean,
Sia, Troye Sivan, Tyler the Creator
and Kevin Abstract have all come out
as queer and given their queer fans
music that represents the beauty and
the struggle ofbeing queerand in love.
These artists have helped so many
fans, both young and old, to accept
themselves as they are. Hayley Kiyoko
was an artist that helped me find my
own voice.
The first time I saw Hayley Kiyoko,
she was starring as the edgy, spunky
and outspoken Stella Yamada in
“Lemonade Mouth” (2011). Her
character was the rebellious new girl
in high school who wanted to defy the
social norms and expectations, and
even donned a shirtthat said “Question
Authority.” The movie accurately
portrayed her Asian- American
cultural heritage and casted her family
with a white mother and a Japanese
father. As a young girl struggling
to find Asian representation in the
media growing up, it was exciting to
see such a dynamic and determined
character on screen for once, and left
me inspired forever.
Halfway into 2015, I noticed that
she bleached her hair and grew it
VIA OUT.COM
Hayley Kiyoko performed at the Showbox on April 19.
out, and more importantly, she had
released her “This Side of Paradise”
EP, with the most popular song titled
“Girls Like Girls.” The music video
that Kiyoko self-directed for the song
told the story of a young girl falling in
lovewith her best girl friend who was
in an abusive relationship with a boy.
It was one of the few pop songs I heard
in a while that touched on queer love
from a woman who struggled with
that part of her identity for so long.
The catchy hook echoed throughout
the song: “Girls like girls like boys do,
nothing new.”
A month ago, Kiyoko finally
released her much awaited debut
studio album, “Expectations.” The
album features 13 songs that take us
through Kiyokos experiences dealing
with infatuation, love and heartbreak
with girls. Kiyokos fansreveled in her
music and dubbed her the “Lesbian
Jesus.” Fans were excited to finally
have a mainstream artist who was so
open about her queerness, both in her
struggles with it, and eventually, her
acceptance and pride in that part of
her identity.
As Eve gotten older, I’ve become
more in-tune with my identities
because I’ve seen celebrities and public
figures use their platforms to speak up
and inspire their fans. Hayley Kiyoko
is a pivotal person whose queer music
and fame helped me realize so much
about myself.
At first, I thought the only reason
that I related and looked up to her was
because I was able to see someone who
looked like me on the big screen. But,
Kiyoko and her musicalso helped me
come to terms with my own sexuality.
Because of her, I was able to accept
and fully embrace that I was bisexual.
It was a liberating moment and I
wish I could thank her a hundred
times over.
I followed Kiyoko for so long and
the fact that I was able to catch see
her concert in Seattle—in between
Coachella weekends, mind you —
MAY 2,2018
was completely surreal to me. Seeing
her onstage singing and dancing
her heart out was the purest form of
contentment I had felt in a long time.
For others in the queer community,
I’m sure they have their own favorite
queer artists that are inspiring them
in their own ways. They deserve to
have that. It is important that queer
folks, especially queeryouth, have role
models that they can look up to when
they’re struggling to accept who they
are. I hope that the recent rise of queer
artists in mainstream media is truly
able to help so many people like me.
Frances may be reached at
fdivinagracia@su-spectator.com
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MARVEL’S INFINITY WAR DARES TO BE BIG
HenryTupper
Volunteer Writer
Marvel fans are buzzing about
“Avengers: Infinity War,” as it unites
an epic cast including characters
from almost everymajor Marvel film.
Directors Anthony and Joe Russo
embarked on the considerable task of
making a cohesive blockbuster film
with over 12 major characters while
also maintaining the integrity of the
Marvel universe. While the movie
was daring and dazzling, there may
have been, at times, too many major
characters to give each the screen time
they deserved.
With a run length of approximately
two hours and 40 minutes, the movie
felt surprisingly short (almost too
short). It felt as if this movie could
have continued for at least another
hour. As Marvel fan, I expected the
the typical Marvel formula of well-
timed humor, extreme special effects,
epic battles and a happy ending. In
some ways, Marvel stayed true to this
successful formula but, this was truly
not your typical Marvel movie.
In this installment, the Avengers
take on the task of defeating one of
Marvel’s most evil villains yet, the
giant purple titan warlord Thanos
(Josh Brolin), a cold and calculating
characterwho shows no mercy for life
on anyplanet. Thanos s goal isto “save”
the universe from overpopulation by
wiping out half of the inhabitants of
each targeted planet. For Thanos to
complete his. goal, he needs the power
of the infinity stones. The Avengers
must stop Thanos from retrieving all
the infinity stones, otherwise half of
Earth’s population will be wiped out.
While this may be one of Marvel’s
darkest movies yet, there is still a good
bit of humor scattered throughout
the film, which helps lighten the
foreboding mood. Whether it be
Tony Starks’ (Robert Downey Jr)
annoyance
with Peter Parker’s (Tom
Holland) pop culture references about
a “very old movie called Aliens,” or
the straight up goofiness from Drax
(Dave Bautista) who thinks his body
will become invisible if he stands very
still for a long enough time. The comic
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relief is well needed in a film that has
such sinister undertones.
The directors do a great job of
interweaving each character’s story. I
had no questions or concerns about
how each character got to where they
were, whetherit be the unlikely team of
Thor (Chris Hemsworth) with Groot
(Vin Diesel) and Rocket (Bradley
Cooper) or the dysfunctional squad of
Iron Man (Robert Downey Jr), Spider
Man (Tom Holland), Dr. Strange
(Benedict Cumberbatch) and Peter
Quill (Chris Pratt). Part of the fun
in this film was seeing how everyone
got along with each other and what
alliances or grudges were created as
a result of universes colliding. Due
to the huge amount of talent that
this film carries and the great job the
directors did, no one feels out of place
in this thrilling Marvel mash up.
VIA DIGITALSPY.COM
Avengers: Infinity War was released on April 27.
The movie opens hurdling us
straight into a batde. The battle
concludes with a surprising death that
instantly sets the mood for the movie.
With so much action not much time is
dedicated to each character.
Even though it was disappointing
that some characters didn’t get the
time they deserved, this film was
still thoroughly enjoyable. It was
a refreshing experience compared
to other Marvel movies thanks to
its mix of unique characters and
dramatic ending. I came in expecting
a formulaic movie, but by the end of
the film I could barely believe that I
was watching a Marvel movie.
Marvel took some big risks with this
film and it was a nice change of pace to
see something different happen at the
end for once. While at the same time
it was also nice to see the same old
faces mixed together with new ones,
especially the ones from Wakanda.
This is a must-watch film even if you
are not a fan of superhero movies due
to the fact this film does not follow
Marvel’s typical formula and it has a
little bit of everything for everybody.
It is a daring film that pushes Marvel
movie boundaries. My theater-going
companions and I left the cinema in
shock and awe. There is a goodchance
that this film will leave
you feeling the
.same way.
The editormay be reached at
arts@su-spectator.com
SPORTS
MEN’S GOLF GAINS VALUABLE EXPERIENCE AT WAC CHAMPIONSHIP
Alec Downing
Staff Writer
The Seattle University Mens Golfteam
concluded their 2017-2018 season
at the Western Athletic Conference
(WAC) Championship held at the
Prairie Dunes Country Club in
Hutchinson, Kan.
The WAC Championship stretched
from April 23-25.The Redhawks came
up short of their own expectations,
finishing sixth out of the seven teams
competing, ending the tournament at
49 strokes over par as a team.
Despite the disappointing result,
the team remains optimistic and have
their eyes towards the future.
“We want to win conference cham-
pionships, we did it last year and
there’s that hunger in everybody and
MEN’S TENNIS CLOSES OUT SEASON AT WAC CHAMPIONSHIPS
Jordan Kenison
Staff Writer
The Seattle University Men’s Tennis
team finished out their season after
falling 4-1 against Universityof Texas
Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV) at the
Western Athletic Conference (WAC)
tournament this past weekend. The
team was riding a three match win-
streak that finished off the regular
season, including a victory against
UTRGV in their final conference,
competition. Still, the team was ready
for a tough matchup.
In spite of his team’s less than
ideal result, head coach Adam
Reeb commends UTRGV for their
strong play.
“We knew it would be a battle again
with UTRGV as our regular season
match was so close. I think we didn’t
play our best match this time. You
have to also give UTRGV a lot ofcredit
too, they played a good match,” coach
Reeb said. “It was a combination of
both us not playing our best, and
them playing well that resulted in the
we’re trying to create that culture,”
sophomore Greg Gionfriddo said. “I
think we’re getting better as a team. I
think we’ve got a lot to look forward
to. We had a really young team, we
had one senior on our team and no
juniors, so it’s really cool looking into
the future. All in all, I think the sea-
son is a boost especially for the next
couple years.”
The Redhawks’ lone senior this
season was Joe Harvie, who had the
best individual performance in his
final tournament with Redhawks.
Harvie tied for the seventh best
individual result in the tournament,
shooting seven-over-par.
“I didn’t have my best stuff, but I
was able to give myself a chance to
win which is always nice. I would have
liked to come out on top but some-
match not going our way.”
Freshman Colton Weeldreyer, who
led the Redhawks with 16 overall
wins, similarly feels that the opposing
Vaqueros brought their “A” game.
“They came out with more fire. They
wanted revenge from the last time
we played them. I am sure that they
did not want to lose twice, especially
during WAC finals,” he said.
The WAC tournament was held in
Mesa Arizona, where the temperature
surpassed 100 degrees, serving
as a stark contrast to the gloomy
Seattle skies that the Redhawks are
accustomed to.
“Seattle is pretty cold, obviously.
Going from a cold place to Arizona
where it cracked 100 for most of the
tournament was something we had
to adjust to. Not making excuses,
but it was definitely a factor,”
Weeldreyer said.
Although the season may not have
ended as the Redhawks had hoped, it
proved to be a successful one.
“I think it was a good season for
sure. We won double digit matches
times it’s not your time,” Harvie said.
Harvie plans to pursue a profession-
al golf career. He will continue playing
as an amateur this summer and as of
now plans to turn pro after next fall.
“I’ll pursue that, give it a few years
and ifit works out great and if not can
always go work,” he said.
Harvie reflected on how his time
at Seattle U prepared him for a
pro career.
“I’ve learned a lot of lessons. I’d say
probably the biggest thing iscoach has
taught me how to really get the most
of my practice, which is something
that going to be really beneficially
going forward. Especially because
when you are playing professionally
you don’thave as
much time, so being
able to get the most out of the short
time I’m able to practice is really going
again for the third year in a row, and
we won more regular season matches
in the WAC than we’ve ever won
before. We’re making progress and
getting better as a program every
year,” Reeb said.
Looking forward to what he and
his teammates will build on this
offseason, Weeldreyer sees a lot of
potential for raising their games to
the next level.
“I have to play more of an aggressive
game and am always trying to play
smarter. As a team, we are not lacking
anything and have the talent to take
what we have learned this season to
the next,” Weeldreyer said. “It’s a long,
hard schedule starting in September,
but we will be ready to pick back up
by then.”
Although the season has officially
finished, the Seattle U Men’s Tennis
team is already preparing to hit the
court this fall.
Jordan may be reached at
jkenison@su-spectator.com
to be beneficial,” Harvie said.
With Harvie headed to the pros,
Gionfriddo and fellow sophomore
Zack Overstreet will become juniors
and the only upperclassmen on the
team. Gionfriddo spoke about their
roles on the team next season.
“It’s up to us to kind of continue to
create,that culture and I think that is
really the responsibility we can hold
ourselves to,” Gionfriddo said. “Is try
to be an example for the young guys.
Whatevercoach needs fromus, we got
to be there to do it.”
Alec may be reached at
adowning@su-spectator.com
COURTESY OF DARRYL WEBB/WAC
Mens tennis had a three-game winning
streak heading into conference.
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TIME OUT SESSION: MATT SEIDEL AND OLIVIA STEIN BREAK RECORDS
Lila Zuckermann
Volunteer Writer
Seattle University Track and Field,
under the guidance of new head
coach Kelly Sullivan has produced
some stellar athletes. Senior Matthew
Seidel of Santa Clara, Ca., and junior
Olivia Stein of Portland, Ore. are
two runners in particular that have
recently shattered school records.
Seidel broke his own record in the 5k
and Stein crushed the 10k record.
LZ: How long have you been
running track and field? What
prompted you to get involved?
MS: I started running track in high
school and it was largely a desire to
do sports without much hand-eye
coordination. I was always a good
competitor but didn’t get in baseball,
basketball or soccer so I triedrunning
and discovered I wasn’t half bad. I’ve
stuck with it over eight years and it’s
gone pretty well.
OS: I started running track and
field in the seventh grade. Growing
up, I never played sports and spent
the weekends hiking with my dad.
Running became a way that I could
stay in shape for our weekend hikes.
By the time I started middle school,
I wanted to join a sport but I felt that
it was too late. However, when our
class did the mile, I had one of the
fastest times. After being one of the
fastest girls in my class, I decided to
do a mile time trial each week on the
high school track. Throughout the
summer, I trained myself to try to
run a sub-six-minute mile. That fall,
a cousin of mine introduced me to the
coach of Bowerman Athletic Club,
and I began to run cross country
and track.
LZ: How did it feel to break
the record?
MS: I actually held the previous
school record in the event, so in a way
itwas much like anyone else who runs
a personal best because that was my
goal. But my previous school record
was run my sophomore year, so to go
a full season and not come close to my
personal record then come out last
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week and shave seven seconds was a
very confidence-boosting experience.
My time isalso the No. 1 in the WAC
[Western Athletic Conference] right
now, so I am really looking forward
to conference.
OS: Breaking the record felt
incredible. Looking back at my career
at Seattle University, I’ve had a history
of falling just short of my goals. For
instance, I placed second in the 10k
at conference, got injured for the
end of cross country season and was
very close to breaking the school
record in the 5k indoors. To finally
have everything come together, and
actually break a record was amazing.
LZ: How did the new head coach
impact your performance?
MS: The new coaches have had
a lot to do with the changes in my
performance. I’m thankful for our
previous coaching staff for building
up my training base and now with
Kelly, everything this year has been all
about putting me in the best position
possible come race day. I’m thankful
for Kelly’s optimism, excitement and
ability to boost my confidence when
I’m feeling down. He’s the best, and
the rest of our staff is a reflection of
his infectious positivity. I’m really
excited to see where this team is at in
the years to come.
OS: CoachKelly had a major impact
in my performance. I can’t say enough
good things about Coach Kelly. I’ve
always been a bit of a dreamer, so
having a Coach who isn’t afraid to
think in the same way has been huge.
Additionally, his training style is a
lot different than what I’ve had in
the past, and it’s definitely working
for me.
LZ: Was breaking this record a
concrete goal you had in mind or was
it a happy accident?
MS: This was very much planned.
Since I had the previous record, all I
wanted this year was to run a personal
record this year and I did just that. I
have my eyes on some larger goals, I
hope to drop another 10 seconds or so
off that time and try and compete for
a regional qualifying mark.
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MatthewSeidel breaks school record and his own personal record at the Track and
Field meet.
OS: Going in to the race, I was
excited to see what I could do. The
workouts I had leading up to the
race showed me that I was in good
shape, and gave me an estimate of
what I could potentially run. Even
though I had a goal in mind, I hadn’t
thought about the fact that if I ran
the time I wanted it would smash
the school record. The way that I
ran and approached the race was a
huge breakthrough mentally and
physically. I am very excited to see
how I can use this confidence at the
conference championships.
The editor may be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
SEATTLE’S PRO-RUGBY TEAM GETS FIRST FRANCHISE WIN
Caylah Lunning
Staff Writer
Seattle officially has its own
professional rugby team—the
Seawolves. The Seattle Seawolves
organization wasapart ofthe founding
group that created Major League
Rugby. Seattleites Adrian Balfour and
Shane Skinner are the owners of the
newly formed franchised team. The
Seawolves play at Starfire Stadium.,
which is also home to the Seattle
Sounders, Seattle’s major league
soccer team. The Sounders primarily
practice at this facility.
With veryexcited Seattle fans, season
tickets are already sold-out and a
waiting list for 2019 season tickets is
currently out and ready for people
to be added. The team is expected to
continuously sell out their games at
Starfire Stadium.
The club was officially founded in
2017, but wasn’t able to take the pitch
WOMEN’S TENNIS ENDS STRONG AND SAYS GOODBYE TO SENIORS
Sarah Haghi
Staff Writer
The Seattle University Women’s
Tennis team competed in the
Western Athletic Conference (WAC)
championship tournament on April
27 to 28. For the first time ever, our
Seattle U team beat the New Mexico
State team in the tournament.
“We gave it our all and fought our
butts off,” first-year Kyra Jung said.
Players commented on the difficulty
of entering the competition as the last
of the six seeds. Both redshirt senior
Kelli Woodman and Jung felt the team
played extremely well, winning 4-1
against New Mexico State on April
27. After a 2-4 loss against University
of Missouri Kansas City during the
semi-finals on April 28, the team
headed home.
They didn’t go back without
high recognition, however, as both
Woodman and Jung won honors.
Jung, who’s also Freshman of the Year,
earned singles honor, which only six of
all women in the tournament achieve.
until 2018 whichiswhen the inaugural
MLR season kicked off. There are
currently seven teams who are in
the league. These new teams include
Austin Elite a club that isbased down
in Austin, Texas; Glendale Raptors
who call Denver, Colo, their home
base; Houston Sabercats is a club in
Houston, Texas; New Orleans Gold
who are in New Orleans, La.; San
Diego Legion joins the league as they
are down in San Diego; the Utah
Warriors that are down in Salt Lake
City, Utah and finally our Seattle
Seawolves who call Starfire stadium
their home facility.
The team started off their inaugural
season against San Diego Legion on
April 22, where the team’s first season
win came along with capturing the
club’s first win. They won with a score
of 39-23 at Starfire Sports Complex in
Tukwila, where they played in front of
a sold-out crowd of 3,500 fans.
The team had their second match
Both Jungand Woodmanwon doubles
honors, composing two of only three
winning teams from all schools in
the competition. Jung and Woodman
achieved second team doubles with
their consecutive partners Hannah
Gianan and Michelle Lui.
“I thought we played well and
competed hard. We definitely brought
everything we had and left it all out
there,” Head Coach Adam Reeb said.
“We knew we had a chance to compete
with anyone in our
conference if we
played well, and I thought we showed
everyone we’re a true contender and
threat to win the championship.”
In addition to the competition
ending tennis’ season for the year, this
tournament was especially significant
to the team since five of the nine team
members will be graduating this year.
“I’ve never felt that before, knowing
any of the games could be my last,”
Woodman said. “Everybody had to
bring it that day’’ .
Woodman described the feeling
as “bittersweet” when she thought
about leaving her teammates when
of the season against the Glendale
Raptors at Starfire stadium in front
of another sold-out crowd on April
28. The Seawolves honored the
local rugby community by having'
Pacific Northwest Rugby Night.
Unfortunately, the results didn’t go in
the Seawolves favor, as the team fell
short with a close 19-15 loss against
the Raptors.
The Seawolves travel down to New
Orleans to take on the New Orleans
Gold for their third match of the
she graduates. Jung had a hard time
imagining saying goodbye to women
that she’s “grown to call sisters.”
“I can’t explain the feeling of the
team,” Woodman said. “It has been
one ofmyfavorite years to play by far.”
Woodman aims to continue playing
tennis after her graduation, possibly
by joining leagues back home. With
four new first-years already lined up
to join the team, the team will be full
of new faces by the time their next
tennis season comes around.
“Our goals are to keep improving
as a program and to ultimately win
our first WAC title,” Coach Reeb said.
“We’ve steadily grown and gotten
better as a program every year, so if
we justkeep focusing on getting a little
better every day, I know we will reach
that goal.”
Sarahmay be reached at
shaghi@su-spectator.com
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season. The Seawolves have two home
games remaining. The team isback in
action in Tukwila on May 20 with a
sold-out stadium seating—overflow
seating is currently still available. The
Seawolves last home game is Sunday
May 27 against the New Orleans Gold
with stadium seating sold-out, but
with overflow seating still available.
Caylah may be reached at
clunning@su-spectator.com
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COURTESY OF DARRYL WEBB/WAC
The womens tennis team will be
graduatingfive of theirplayers
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OPINION
TO THE EDITORS OF THE SPECTATOR AND TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE SEATTLE U COMMUNITY,
I want to begin by commending the journalists ofthe Spectator who are engaging
with real issues on the Seattle U campus and challengingthe university to live up to
our Mission, from the campus demonstration policy, to the recent administrative
opposition to unionization by adjunct faculty, and, ofcourse, mostrecently around
the removal of copies of the paper in the name of“propriety” and “decency.”
I also want to share that I feel fearful writing this letter. I am a queer academic
who has recently arrived here and has justreceived tenure. Am I protected? With
tenure and free speech under attack nationally and with recent events on my
campus, I’m not so sure. I’m honestly afraid, but I’m also angry.
To review:
Personally offended by a student newspaper’s cover photo of a person from a
drag show, a Professor in the English Department unilaterally removed student
newspapers (and presumably destroyed them), so that visiting students and
parents at Admitted Student Open Houses would not see them.
Then, a University President weighed in about how he was also “offended and
ashamed” by the photo, in particular because he had personally “allowed” the
show to take place and that “most Jesuit-Catholic Universities would not” have
allowed such an event. Further, he claimed that the photo was “taking it too far.”
As a memberof the English Department and a representative of the Academic
Assembly I would like to express my personal incredulity and dismay at these
events.
Not onlywere the actions ofmy colleague clearly wrong in removing/destroying
newspapers, those actions and President Sundborg’s subsequent comments
also revealed a paternalism that suggests that prospective students (and their
parents) should be “protected” from queerbodies and behaviors. It implies that
queer bodies
and behaviors are permissible, but only if they are not too visible.
It assumes that prospective students (and parents) would be offended by that
photo, and fails to imagine that they could also be queer students (and parents)
like those already part ofour Seattle U community.
Faculty in English and across Seattle U have a deep understanding ofthe histories
of censorship that have impacted literature and film and photography; we teach
culture and representation, gender and queer theory; we also research writers
and filmmakersand artists who have called out for justice in many cultures and
historical periods. Particularly at this political moment when we have seen a
rise in actions of hate speech and intolerance, with repeated attacks on the press
facilitatedby the Trump Administration, it is extremely disturbing to see actions
like this occur in a place that presents itselfas being particularly concernedwith
amplifying marginalized voices.
When our own Seattle U President weighs in and alleges that
“
Anybody[... ]
who has a sense of propriety would find [the photo] offensive” it is even more
troubling. It seems both authoritarian and, again, paternalistic, when a university
president repeatedly suggests that he has “allowed” the drag show, and further
implies that he might withdraw that “allowance” ifhis own standardsof propriety
are not met. To me, this points to a profound failure in understanding the nature
ofuniversityleadership, university governance, and, at heart, the work a university
is meant to be doing.
Such words do not reflect our Mission of inclusivity and social engagement
with our communities, both on and off campus. They fail to understand that
universities, including private Catholic ones, have shared governance: with
students, staff, faculty, and boards of trustees. There is no “I” who “allows” things,
but rathera “we,” an academic communitywho are committed to the fundamental
principle of shared governance that runs this and every university. Most of all,
we are a community that is engaged in intellectualwork: in critical thinking, in
debate, in questioning and in reflection.
On April 5 we were invited by the president to help improve the culture on this
campus by engaging with the work ofthe UniversityLeadership Counciland the
forthcoming fora. In that email, we were reminded of the key role of culture in
shaping everything we do. I could not agree more.
Unfortunately, this week’s actions in decrying the Spectator photo suggest to
me that our campus needs to closely examine our own cultural attitudes around
bodies and desire, gender and sexuality, and to engage with our students, straight,
trans and queer: the World has changed, and it is time to wake up.
This is an emotionally charged moment and the fear and anger that I and many
members of our community are feeling right now needs to be recognized and
acknowledged as the material effects of those actions and words that seek to
shame us.
I look forward to more dialogue with all membersof our community on these
issues and I call for a forum to immediately begin this conversation.
- Dr. Kirsten Moana Thompson, Professor, Film Studies, Department ofEnglish
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Dear President Sundborg,
As a department of interdisciplinary social scientists devoted to the pursuit ofsocial
justice-driven scholarship, we write in response to recent events involving Seattle
University’s dragshows, the Spectator cover, and your public statements. These thoughts
represent a collection of points raised by our own faculty, as well as (other) LGBTQ
faculty and allies with whom we have discussed this issue. As many ofus specialize in
areas of sexuality, gender, culture, and identity, we draw from our scholarly training in
these areas as well. Along these lines we offer ourselves asresources in what we hope will
be an ongoing process ofcommunity education.
We beginbyacknowledging your public and rapid apologyand clarification. We know
that we are all humans who make mistakes, and that we are all learning throughout our
lives. We recognize the value in modeling the acknowledgment ofbias and knowledge
gaps in an educational community and encourage youto continue to do so, much as you
have begun public statements in regard to racism. We trust that you are sincere when you
say that you are committed to LGBTQ diversity and inclusion, and so we are writing to
offer our thoughts about how you can better demonstrate that commitment.
We are concerned about the lack of understanding of queer and trans issues as
demonstrated byboth Fr. Leigh’s actions and your public statement about being offended
by the photo. Indeed, rather than being offended, many of us thought it was a photo
of a talented student looking positively gleeful in their full expression of their whole
person. However, even ifthe photo were offensive to some, we believe Seattle University’s
strong commitment to diversity and inclusion are precisely intended to protect against
individual bias and preference or, indeed, the tyranny of the majority. Truly valuing
diversity and inclusion means practicing them even when we are uncomfortable or
disagree. Therefore, we are also concerned with the institutional disregard for difference
and inclusion indicated by these actions. It is one thing to supportLGBTQ rights on a
theoretical level and another to supportLGBTQ life. Your comments implied that queer
people are permissible at Seattle University, but only if they are not too queer. We are
disappointed by how upset some in our community appear to have gotten because they
were confronted with actual queerness.
Finally, we are alarmed by the move to prevent free speech and free press in the face
ofdisagreement and discomfort. We oppose the disciplinary tone toward the faculty
involved with the Spectator. We strongly believe that (even) at a mission-driven Jesuit
university, it is crucial to have a free press. Last month, Washington State passed the New
Voices Act (SSB 5064) which ensured that student journalists in public K-12 schools
and public institutions of higher education are free to “determine the news, opinion,
feature, and advertising content” ofschool-sponsored media. We recognize that this law
does not apply to a private university such as Seattle University, but the removal of the
papers and criticism ofthe cover photo are not in the spirit ofthe current approach to
student journalism. We do not want to be a university that is more repressive than our
neighborhood elementary schools. Free speech and free press are more important than
ever in our current political environment.
For all of the above reasons, we have seven recommendations toward healing our
community, advancing our learning, and institutionalizing measures that will increase
LGBTQ justice on our campus. We strongly urge youand the University do the following:
1. Meet with LGBTQ faculty. We request that you and your leadership team meet
with LGBTQ facultyso they can address the broader concerns and unexamined bias your
remark?signal, and so they can discuss with you different options to increase LGBTQ
diversity and inclusion. The creation ofan LGBTQ minor (below) is a good start, but it
will not help LGBTQ students in other disciplines who never have the opportunity to
engage with this material, nor go far enough in changing the culture of our campus.
2. Support the creation of an LGBTQ Studies Minor. The Women and Gender
Studies program in the College of Arts and Sciences is currently piloting an LGBTQ
Studies minor. The events of the last week demonstrate the importance of sexuality
studies in our society and on our campus. As you noted inyour second letter, "We are all
learning through this process, including me.” We are proud tobe part ofa university that
cares about diversity and critical education, and we hope you will take this opportunity
to declare your public support of the minor.
3. Affirm the right to freedom ofexpression, speech, and press. We appreciated
your statement that “any violation of the right of the Spectator to have their newspapers
out” would upset you. We urge you to demonstrate this by issuing a strong statement
from the President where you affirm the right to freedom of expression by LGBTQ
students, faculty, and staff, the participants in the drag show, and by students and faculty
reporting about the drag show. We are proudto work at a university whose Student Code
of Conduct asserts that our educational goals are best achieved “in an atmosphere of
freedom and responsibility for all members of the university in the search for truth and
the expression ofpersonal opinion” and also points outthat the “studentmedia, especially
the student newspaper, make a valuable contribution to establishing and maintaining this
atmosphere on campus.” We encourage you to proudly represent these values publicly
by stating clearlythat vigilante-style actions that aim to enforce an individual’s personal
values or concerns by removing student publications are a violation of the university
commitment to freedom ofspeech. Further, in light ofyour public remarks at the Pigott
forum in which you questioned the role ofan independent newspaper in a Jesuit Catholic
institution, we demand you reassert your support of a free student press. In this particular
political moment, we believe the forceful defense ofa free press to be vitally important,
and urge you to stand publicly by our university’s commitment to it.
4. Address sexual and gender violence. We believe that Seattle Universitymusthave
a sexual assault center and other resources that many colleges do for supporting people
around gender-based violence and pursuing strong anti-rape culture measures. We also
want Seattle Universityto review the transgender-relatedrecommendations of the CITI
committee from 2010. We urge you to supporting the existing Council, with strong
representation by faculty with related expertise, that examines the sexual misconduct
policy on campus, mandatory reporting, and other issues concerning the atmosphere
and resources for sexual misconduct, assault and domestic violence.
5. Engage in a critical examination ofthe commons. It is not lost on us that these
events emergedwithin days of the Mission Day themed “Creating the Commons, Living
the Tensions.” The events demonstrate that it is one thing to aspire to a common culture
and quite another to create a public space that that offers justiceto all. For this reason, we
urge a much more cautious and democratic approach to campus pursuit ofthe commons.
While “commons” and “culture” have been used interchangeably in this discourse, they
have quite distinct historical and practical meanings. Where the commons refers to
protected public space and commitment to the sharing of resources, many historical
attempts at common culture have been thinlyveiled moves to homogenize difference and
impose dominant values upon marginalized communities. The stated assumption last
week that all people have the same notions ofdignity, respect, and/or sexualitymakes the
point. As social scientists who study these histories, we urge the University Leadership
Council against regulating culture and suggest instead a more robust lookat the policies
and practices that undergird our shared environment.
6. Create trans-inclusive housing. Earlier this year, Georgetown University, the
oldest Catholic academic institution in America, approved residential housing for LGBT
students. Their vice-president ofstudent affairs stated, “Our Catholic and Jesuit values
call on us toengage with respect, compassion, and sensitivity.. .It is inkeeping with our
Catholic and Jesuit values to provide a language, perspective, and sense of inclusion for
deepening our sense ofcura personalis.” We believe that Seattle University should follow
in their footsteps.
7. Make critical ethnic and gender studies a requirement of the university core
curriculum. Recent events have once again illustrated the importance of education
about power and difference. We believe that Seattle University should add a year-long
requirement in the UCOR, where students take a series of courses focused on racial,
gender, economic, and religious justice, as well as LGBTQ issues, and other critical justice
studies.
We hope that you will take this timeto make public your commitment to your LGBTQ
community membersby enacting all seven of these recommendations. We are available
to discuss any or all ofthem with you.
Approved by a vote of the faculty and staff ofthe Department ofAnthropology,
Sociology, and Social Work
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OPINION
Seattle University is currently working through the distress caused by a Jesuit English
professor who removed the student run newspaper The Spectator from stands across
campus. Professor Father Leigh claimed that he removed the newspapers because, “he
was offended by a recent edition of The Spectator, whose cover contained what he [I]
considered an inappropriate risque photograph.” The photograph was of the recent drag
show on campus which celebrates those in the LGBTQ community.
On a public campus, this would be a direct violation of free speech. But, because
Seattle University is a private university, the administration can set the parameters and
precedents for its campus and its newspaper.
Father Leigh’s actions have hurt the hard-working journalists of The Spectator. His
actions have also caused the LGBTQ identifying community membersto feel threatened,
unwelcomed, and fearful ofthe university they chose to attend.
But to be clear, actions similarto this occur too often on campuses and invarious public
forums throughout the United States. Students at Middlebury, Lewis & ClarkUniversity,
University ofWashington, Cambridge, and UC Berkeley among others have been apart of
a growing group ofcampuses where students have protested and condemned organized
speakers. As a result, violence has broken out, speakers have been cut short of time, and
in other cases speakers have been cancelled and disinvited.
We cannot continue down this road of letting students, professors, or universities
ridicule to the pointof restricting, limiting, orharming individuals simplybased on their
ideas and expressions, lack ofpolitical correctness, or minor indiscretions.
This is a concerted effort of individuals (in our case the Jesuits), to redefine the codes
of free thought, free expression, and free speech.
And, frankly it is dangerous.
I grew up Catholic, attending Catholic school, and visiting the church every Sunday
when I was young. However, due to the events that were covered in the movie Spotlight
and other discrepancies occurring in the Catholic church my mom stopped us from
participating in the Catholic church in 5th grade.
Coming to Seattle University I rekindled the flame with the church and regularly
attend Sunday evening student mass at the beautiful chapel on campus. Sunday nights
offer community and a space for reflection. At the same time, I have also found great
solace in Pope Francis and in people like James Martin SJ based in Manhattan, for his
progressive and transformative thoughts in Catholicism.
Father James Martin argues that there is a way to build a “two-way bridge between
LGBT Catholics and the institutional church - that is, the church’s hierarchy and decision-
makers.” A ‘two-waybridge’ doesn’tmean that the history ofthe Catholic church’s teachings
on sex and sexuality will reverse. But it does mean that there is a wayto include allpeople
into the religion through dialogue and prayer. This is exactly what needs to happen at SU.
YetFather Sundborg and Father Leigh are turning their heads away from the progressive
and evolving times. They are trying to be so Catholic on this campus that they are
forgetting how to be Christian.
St. Ignatius of Loyola describes the "evil spirit” as something that does not want to
be revealed and it will try to conceal its work. But the evil spirit has been revealed here.
Homophobia and transphobia existson this campus, and it is glaringlycoming from the
dark corners of the Catholic Church and the Jesuits who are at the head of this school.
We will not all find a common ground tomorrow. We won’t. But what we can do as a
university, is work together to show empathy, respect, compassion, and consideration.
After all, the Jesuits do teach values like reaching out to the “peripheries,” meaning people
who are unloved, or who are experiencing life on the margins.
And to this, it will call for changing the way our private university protects and supports
its students. Just as Georgetown and Johns Hopkins, two leading Catholic institutions
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have done, we need gender inclusive housing, resources for those who are marginalized,
and opportunities for students to feel free to explore their sexuality and identities.
Essential to this, is the Jesuit’s cannot restrict speech only because it offends. The United
States government cannot, and we mustadhere to similar laws as a private university.
For as longas welive, there will be speech and expression that makes us uncomfortable.
It should. There will be speech and expression thatchallenges our mind and our hearts. It
should. There will speech and expression that willhurt us and makeus cringe. It should.
It canbe stubbornly hard to lean in and listen, and to try and understandanother side.
But at this stage in society, where there is a milieu ofpolitical and social movements, there
are important conversations to have. The very words that call people to protest, write
letters, and dismantle certain individuals should be what people are sitting at a table, in
a circle, or in a forum intentionally discussing.
We do not need to always understand or accept people’s arguments as right. That
would be morally unsound. Nonetheless in due time letting a person engage in their free
speech right and listening, will improve ourarguments against our ‘opponent’ or it could
even change our minds. I saw firsthand working in the Washington State Legislature
how our democracyand all ofsociety can thrive when two opposing parties listen and
work together.
Instead ofstomping on the voices that aren’t our own, or the views that are anathema
to ours, we mustcall for support for the voices that aren’t being heard in general.
We need to listen to the controversial and offensive topics -let the thoughts travel
through the brain instead ofout the other ear. To check our privilege - acknowledging
where we each stand 3 in our communities, what our role and voice should be, and how
we can hear everyone in our community. We need to talk - shut out the noise and reflect
and analyze with another person.
This last one will be sappy. But in my defense, unapologetically sappy.
We need to open our hearts - to put ourselves in other people’s shoes, to show
compassion, and consideration. We must not bully, torment, or threaten others but
if nothing else, show basic civility and respect. In the end, this something all people
including Jesuit’s can get behind.
- Anna Trombetta,Senior, Department ofCommunications
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